
The What, Who, 
How, and What of 
Gifts of the Spirit 

 
Romans 12:1-8



What are “gifts”?  
Who gives the gifts?  
Who has gifts?  
How are they received?  
What are they for?



Romans 12 
v1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, 
 by the mercies of God, to present 
 your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,  
 acceptable to God, which is 
 your spiritual service of worship. 
v2 And do not be conformed to this world, 
 but be transformed by the renewing 
 of your mind, so that you may prove 
 what the will of God is, that which is 
 good and acceptable and perfect.



Transformed 
Relationships  
   

                    Other  
        Focused



If we have been 
truly saved then  
our character, 
our thinking, 
our behavior and  
our relationships  
will change.



Personal 
Transformation 

(should)        
Relational 

Transformation



What are “gifts”?  
 

Romans 12:6



What is the word in 
Greek for “gifts”?

Charismata



Lit. "grace-gifts" - (1 Co 12:4, 8ff)  
 Not earned or worked for.

What are charismata?

supernatural vs talents 
1 Co 12:7 But to each one is given 
 the manifestation of the Spirit 
 for the common good.



1 Corinthians 12:7  
But to each one 

is given  
the manifestation 

of the Spirit 
for the common good.



Character virtue or 
ability that is divinely 

endowed and 
empowered.



1 Peter 4:10 
As each one has received 

a special gift, 
employ it in serving 

one another  
as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God. 



(Partial) 
Gifts List



Prophecy v6 
> Telling forth. 

Word from God via revelation. 
> Sometimes future telling 
> Not in contradiction 

to Scripture. 
> Not to be confused with 

preaching or teaching.



Service Ro 12:7  
> diakonia  

where we get deacon 
> lit. “waiting on tables” 
> practical ministry often 

involving physical or  
material needs or labor

(Acts 6; 1Pt 411)



Teaching v7  
 
Ability to open Scriptures to people’s 
understanding. 
 
Can have this gift without being a pastor. 
 
Must have this gift to be a pastor.



Exhortation v8  
 
> encourage, comfort 
 
> to be alongside, urge, cheer up, 

make appeal  
 
> Barnabas Acts 436; 1122-23; 

1Ti 413; Ti 17-9



Giving v8 
> sharing with someone out 

of your time, talents or 
possessions. 
> with liberality or simplicity, 

i.e. single-mindedness  
unto the Lord 

> beyond tithing



Leadership v8  
 
> to steer or pilot, govern 
 
> elders or other roles, 
 leadership of a  
 non-pastoral nature  
 
> initiator, guiding and  
 involving others



Mercy v8  
 
> To extend God’s mercy to others, 

to make it real to them. 
> Piper - “Mercy forgives the guilty and 

mercy pities the helpless.” (Ro 5:6-8) 
> Binding up the broken-hearted. 
> Empathy, compassion for those in distress. 
> Done cheerfully, relieving suffering 

and reflecting the love of Christ.



Who gives the gifts?
distributed by God 
Ro 12:3 “as God has allotted” 
1 Co 12:11 But one and the same Spirit 
 works all these things, distributing 
 to each one individually just as He wills. 
➢ Hence, gifts of the Spirit, 
     i.e. belonging to Him.



Who has gifts?

Romans 12:6 
“since we have 

gifts”



How are the gifts 
received?

Romans 12:3c 
“allotted to each a 
measure of faith”



What are 
the gifts 

for?



BODY LIFE  
 
Romans 
12:4-5



Can’t be fully a Christian outside of 
body life, church commitment.

Being renewed in our minds 
happens in community.

Different responsibilities and gifting. 
There should be no competition for 

certain tasks/roles/gifts.

Even though many members 
we are all one body.



Gifts Knit 
the Body



A natural part of 
church life is 

individual Christians 
exercising their gift(s) 
for the edification and 

comfort of others.



Gifts Help 
Empower 

Love



1John 4:12 
No one has seen God at any time; 
if we love one another, God abides in us, and His 
love is perfected in us. 
 
1John 4  
v20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates 
 his brother, he is a liar; for the one who 
 does not love his brother whom he has seen,  
 cannot love God whom he has not seen.   
v21 And this commandment we have from Him, 
 that the one who loves God 
 should love his brother also.



Loving  
the person that 

we can see.



Gifts are to 
Bless Others



Package delivery from God.



What are “gifts”?  
Who gives the gifts?  
Who has gifts?  
How are they received?  
What are they for?



A natural part of 
church life is 

individual Christians 
exercising their gift(s) 
for the edification and 

comfort of others.



  Questions to Ponder:  
  How do you think about yourself 
   in light of the mercies of Christ?  
  Is your relationship with Jesus  
   effecting your relationships with others?  
  Are you open to the Holy Spirit’s gifts? 
  If not, what is preventing you?  
  How are you using gifts of the Spirit  
   to serve the body? 
  How are you using gifts of the Spirit  
   to minister to non-Christians?


