
To Whom 
Are You 
Married?
Romans 7:1-6



How can we live 
a holy life? 

 
It is too hard!



Two Types of Law
“Law” = OT Law

“law” = any human or religious law

Two varieties of law keeping:
Law keeping to earn your way to God/Salvation.

Law keeping to live the Xian life; 
i.e. to be sanctified.



The Trying Harder Cycle
Try Harder

Too Hard

Give upSin

Re-commitment



What are the 2 points 
Paul makes about the Law  

in Romans 7:1?
There is (universal) law 
which all people know.
We are subject to law 

all our lives.



The Marriage 
Analogy

Romans 7:2-4



Why does Paul use marriage 
as an illustration?

It is an 
illustration of 

a life long bond.



What is the “therefore” 
there for? Romans 7:4?

Marriage provides an 
analogy to understand 

our relationship 
to law.



What are the 2 purposes 
according to v4 

of dying to the Law?
That we might marry –-  

“be joined to” -- another.
That we might bear fruit.



The Result 
of Remarriage

Romans 7:5-6



   The Contrasts of Romans 7:5-6 
 
       FORMER LIFE               NEW LIFE IN 
      UNDER LAW         V        THE SPIRIT  
  v5   “in the flesh”        v   “of the Spirit”    v6 
 
    v5    “at work in us”    v    “we serve”      v6 
 
   v5 Law aroused sin     v released from the  
      Law (to holiness) v6 
 
   v5 “fruit for death”     v  fruit for God (v4) 
 
   v6 old                v  new            v6  
 
   v6 letter (law)        v   Spirit            v6



Parallels of Romans chs 6 & 7
6:14 

“sin is no longer 
your master”

7:6 
“law is no longer 

your master”
6:2 

YOU’VE DIED TO 
SIN

7:4 
YOU’VE DIED TO 

LAW



The law says, 
“Do this 

and you will live.” 
 

The gospel says, 
“You live, so do this."



Dead to Law vv5-6

Law no longer condemns us.

No longer look to law 
to produce obedience.



Joined to Another v4 
Serving in Newness  

of the Spirit v6

A Transformed 
Relationship.A Liberating Relationship



Joined to Another v4 
Serving in Newness  

of the Spirit v6

A Fruitful Relationship.
A Powerful Relationship.



“Run, run, the Law commands 
but gives me neither 

feet nor hands. 
 

A better way His love doth bring  
He bids me fly 

and gives me wings.”



Hebrews 7 
18 For, on the one hand, 
 there is a setting aside  
  of a former commandment 
 because of its weakness 
  and uselessness  
v19 (for the Law made nothing perfect), 
 and on the other hand  
 there is a bringing in of a better hope, 
 through which we draw near to God.


